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Dear History students, 

We’ve put together an activity for you to get an idea of what we will be doing in September. 

Please review the articles from the hyperlinks provided and complete the tasks below. This important work 

will form the basis of a short ‘icebreaker’ discussion in your first History lesson before it is submitted to 

your teacher for review. If you are unable to print at home you must bring them handwritten on paper. 

We look forward to seeing you in September☺ 

Jenny, Ashley, Sam and Anthony. 

 

  



 

 

1. Read through the 10 greatest controversies of Winston Churchill’s career (it is best to just read it 

through once, looking up any words you don’t know,  then read it again to complete the task). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-29701767   

a. Create a table either by hand or electronically (if you are able to print) Create two 

columns and a row for each controversy.  

b. For each controversy note the evidence for the pro Churchill vs the anti Churchill. Record 

specific people if they are mentioned. If there is evidence in the middle put it in both 

column and place a question mark next to it. 

 

2. Read this BBC article on Churchill’s speeches https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/did-winstons-words-

win-the-war/zjdn7nb .  

a. As you go, jot down a few of the features common to his speeches during World War 

Two.  

b. Using the extract below collect 3 quotes that illustrate three different ideas from the 

article and record them under task 1. 

 

I have, myself, full confidence that if all do their duty, if nothing is neglected, and if the best 

arrangements are made, as they are being made, we shall prove ourselves once again able to 

defend our Island home, to ride out the storm of war, and to outlive the menace of tyranny, if 

necessary for years, if necessary alone. At any rate, that is what we are going to try to do. That is 

the resolve of His Majesty’s Government-every man of them. That is the will of Parliament and the 

nation. The British Empire and the French Republic, linked together in their cause and in their 

need, will defend to the death their native soil, aiding each other like good comrades to the 

utmost of their strength. Even though large tracts of Europe and many old and famous States have 

fallen or may fall into the grip of the Gestapo and all the odious apparatus of Nazi rule, we shall 

not flag or fail. We shall go on to the end, we shall fight in France, we shall fight on the seas and 

oceans, we shall fight with growing confidence and growing strength in the air, we shall defend 

our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing 

grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never 

surrender, and even if, which I do not for a moment believe, this Island or a large part of it were 

subjugated and starving, then our Empire beyond the seas, armed and guarded by the British 

Fleet, would carry on the struggle, until, in God’s good time, the New World, with all its power and 

might, steps forth to the rescue and the liberation of the old. 
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OCR History 

Units covered: 

Year 12 

Y113 – Britain 1930-1997 

Y203 – The Crusades and the Crusader States 1095-1192 

Year 13 

Y318 – Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964 

Y100 – Topic based essay (coursework) 

 

Interested in finding out more? 

• Watch programmes set in the inter-war years in Britain (e.g. 

Call the Midwife, Peaky Blinders). 

• Get a sense of the Middle Ages ready for the Crusades unit – 

“The Time Traveller’s Guide to Medieval England” by Ian 

Mortimer is a good read.



 

 

 


