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Task 1- Poetry 
 
If I was Dead  
If I was dead,  
and my bones adrift  
like dropped oars  
in the deep, turning earth;  
 
or drowned,  
and my skull  
a listening shell  
on the dark ocean bed;  
 
if I was dead,  
and my heart  
soft mulch  
for a red, red rose;  
 
or burned,  
and my body  
a fistful of grit, thrown  
in the face of the wind;  
 
if I was dead,  
and my eyes,  
blind at the roots of flowers,  
wept into nothing,  
 
I swear your love  
would raise me  
out of my grave,  
in my flesh and blood,  
 
like Lazarus;  
hungry for this,  
and this, and this,  
your living kiss.  
 
Carol Anne Duffy 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Questions:  Task 1 [Carol Anne Duffy] 
 
Identify imagery of death and decay in one colour, identify imagery of life in another 
colour. What do we learn about the narrator’s feelings through her use of imagery?  
  
 
Consider the structure of the poem (e.g.  line length, rhyme & rhythm, the stanza 
divisions) what do structural features suggest about the narrative voice?  
 
 
Highlight three interesting phrases or sentences; explain why you like each one.  
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Research: find out about the author and how her experiences may have influenced 
the poem.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Task 2: Prose 

‘Wuthering Heights’ by Emily Bronte  
Synopsis & Background  
 
Wuthering Heights is an 1847 novel by Emily Brontë, initially published under 
her pen name Ellis Bell. It concerns two families of the landed gentry living on 
the West Yorkshire moors, the Earnshaws and the Lintons, and their turbulent 
relationships with Earnshaw's foster son, Heathcliff.  
 
The novel was influenced by Romanticism and Gothic fiction.  
 
Wuthering Heights is now considered a classic of English literature, but 
contemporaneous reviews were polarised. It was controversial for its depictions of 
mental and physical cruelty, including domestic abuse, and for its challenges 
to Victorian morality and religious and societal values.  
  
In this extract Catherine Earnshaw has to decide who she should marry: Linton – who 
is rich, upper class, kind and gentle or Heathcliff who she grew up with, who is low 
status, very moody, but who is her soul mate.  
  
I cannot express it; but surely you and everybody have a notion that there is or 
should be an existence of yours beyond you. What were the use of my creation, 
if I were entirely contained here? My great miseries in this world have been 
Heathcliff's miseries, and I watched and felt each from the beginning: my great 
thought in living is himself. If all else perished, and HE remained, I should still 
continue to be; and if all else remained, and he were annihilated, the universe 
would turn to a mighty stranger: I should not seem a part of it. - My love for 
Linton is like the foliage in the woods: time will change it, I'm well aware, as 
winter changes the trees. My love for Heathcliff resembles the eternal rocks 
beneath: a source of little visible delight, but necessary. Nelly, I AM Heathcliff! 
He's always, always in my mind: not as a pleasure, any more than I am always a 
pleasure to myself, but as my own being. So don't talk of our separation again: it 
is impracticable; and - '   
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Questions:  Task 2 [Wuthering Heights] 
 

1. Identify all the examples of repetition and explain its effect.  
 
2. Highlight the natural imagery and explain what it suggests about all of 
the characters.  
 
3. Consider the structure of the extract (e.g. paragraph length, sentence 
length & complexity)- what does it suggest about the speaker, Catherine?  
 
4. Highlight 3 interesting phrases or sentences; explain why you like each 
one.  
 
5. What do we learn about the 3 characters: Catherine, Heathcliff, 
Linton?  
 
6. What prediction can you make about how she chooses, and how the 
novel ends?  
 
7. Research: find out about the author and how her experiences may 
have influenced the novel.  

 
 
Task 3    
 
Comparing the texts:  Questions 
 

1. What are the similarities and differences in the presentation of love?   
 
2. Do the authors use any of the same literary or linguistic features to 
shape their presentation of love?  
 
3. How do you think that the time the texts were written might have 
influenced the presentation of love.  

 

 
Please write down your responses to all the questions and 

bring them to your first lesson.



 

 



 

 

 


