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Core task: summer reading  

Dear students,  

If you are reading this, you are probably planning to study 

Combined English Language and Literature A-Level here with 

us at One! To help you prepare, we have set you a task to 

complete over the summer, as well as some extension tasks if 

you would like to do some additional work and thinking.  

As a prospective English student, we are sure that you love 

reading as much as we do. Hopefully, as you tour the building 

on Day One, you will have the opportunity to pick up one of the 

free texts that we have organised for you – a treat and a 

welcome to our department.  

Over the summer, we would like you to read the text you have 

picked up. Find somewhere comfy and peaceful to read and 

enjoy the book – immerse yourself in its world, characters and 

narrative.  

If you find that you are not enjoying the book you picked up, or 

if you didn’t manage to pick up your free book on Day One, 

please choose a book of your own – one you already have on 

your shelves at home perhaps, or one that you have fancied 

trying for a while. Perhaps one that someone else has 

recommended to you.  

Inside your book, you should find a piece of card. We would 

like you to use this to produce a short review of the book that 

we will display in our teaching zone in September. You can use 

your own paper if you need to.  

In your review, tell us:  

- when the novel was first published  

- a brief summary of the plot (what happens)  

- your opinion about the book; what you enjoyed and what 

you didn’t 

In the first lesson in September, we will spend some time 

discussing what you have read, so be ready to tell the rest of 

the class a little bit about your book and what you enjoyed.  



 
 

This is the core task we would like you all to complete. If you 

would like to complete some additional summer holiday 

preparation for studying Combined English Language and 

Literature here with us at One please see the information 

below. You can also checkout our website where you will find a 

more detailed outline of your course. 

Wishing you all a very happy summer and enjoyable reading 

time! We look forward to welcoming you to One in September 

to study with us.  

Extension Tasks: additional summer reading 

To help prepare you for the challenges of studying Combined 

English at A Level, we would recommend the following texts 

about the main themes of the first year. 

Remembered Places: non-fiction 

 Notes from a Small Island: Journey through Britain 

by Bill Bryson (1995)  

Before moving back to America from Britain, travel writer 

Bryson decided to take a final tour around the country.  This 

non-fiction account is full of his quirky and humorous 

observations about British traditions and everyday things that 

we take for example.  As you read, consider how Bryson 

engages you with his eye for detail and entertaining anecdotes. 

Any other travel books by Bryson are also well worth reading. 

 Lonely Planet’s youtube page 

You may not be able to travel abroad this year but travel guide 

company Lonely Planet has produced a range of clips to show 

you the wonders of the world.  Choose a few that you are most 

interested in to watch and consider how they use images, 

captions and music to entertain the viewer.  In terms of the 

spoken language that they use, see if you can notice any 

differences to a traditional written guidebook. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/lonelyplanet 

https://www.youtube.com/user/lonelyplanet


 
 

Imagined Places 

 Never Let Me Go 

Kazuo Ishiguro (2010) 

The narrator Kathy reflects on her seemingly idyllic childhood 

and the close friendships that she formed.  However, it is 

gradually revealed that there were more sinister purposes 

behind the creation of their innocent boarding school world.  As 

you read, consider what signs indicate that something darker 

lies beneath the veneer of normality.  Researching the concept 

of ‘dystopia’ may help you further with this. 

Ishiguro’s most recent release, Klara and the Sun, about a 

world where you can buy AI friends is also highly 

recommended. 

 

 The Island of Dr. Moureau  

H.G.Wells (1896) 

Imagine being washed up on a desert island populated by 

savage animals created by the sinister Doctor Moureau with no 

means of escape.  This early science-fiction work explores the 

consequences of man playing god, reflecting Victorian concerns 

over Darwin’s theories.  The Penguin Classics edition includes 

an introductory essay by Margaret Atwood in which she 

explores the social and scientific relevance of this sinister work. 

Atwood’s own novel The Heart Goes Last further develops the 

theme of social experiments and is also worth a look. 

 

 

 


