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Core task: summer reading  

Dear students. If you are reading this, you are probably planning to study 

English Literature- or our combined English Literature A-Level- here with 

us at One! To help you prepare, we have set you a task to complete over 

the summer, as well as some extension tasks if you would like to do 

some additional work and thinking.  

As a prospective English student, we are sure that you love reading as 

much as we do. Hopefully, as you tour the building on Day One, you will 

have the opportunity to pick up one of the free texts that we have 

organised for you – a treat and a welcome to our department.  

Over the summer, we would like you to read the text you have picked up. 

Find somewhere comfy and peaceful to read and enjoy the book – 

immerse yourself in its world, characters and narrative.  

If you find that you are not enjoying the book you picked up, or if you 

didn’t manage to pick up your free book on Day One, please choose a 

book of your own – one you already have on your shelves at home 

perhaps, or one that you have fancied trying for a while. Perhaps one 

that someone else has recommended to you.  

Inside your book, you should find a piece of card. We would like you to 

use this to produce a short review of the book that we will display in our 

teaching zone in September. You can use your own paper if you need to.  

In your review, tell us:  

- when the novel was first published  

- a brief summary of the plot (what happens)  

- your opinion about the book; what you enjoyed and what you didn’t 

In the first lesson in September, we will spend some time discussing what 

you have read, so be ready to tell the rest of the class a little bit about 

your book and what you enjoyed.  

This is the core task we would like you all to complete. If you would like 

to complete some additional summer holiday preparation for studying 

English Literature here with us at One please see the information below. 

You can also checkout our our website where you will find a more 

detailed outline of your course. 

Wishing you all a very happy summer and enjoyable reading time! We 

look forward to welcoming you to One in September to study with us .  



  
 

 

Extension Tasks: additional summer reading  

Our course is divided into two main thematic areas:  

1. Love Through the Ages  

2. Texts in Context: World War 1 and its Aftermath  

On the following pages, you will find a suggested reading list, with six 

texts on the theme of love and eight texts on the theme of war.  

Theme One: Love Through the Ages: Suggested Tasks  

1. Read one (or more) of the suggested texts on the love reading list.  

2. Keep a reading journal, noting down your opinions on the text as 

you read it, or once you have finished it if you prefer. In your 

journal, you could record:  

- your favourite quotations from the text, with ideas about the 

language choices made by the writer and the effect for the 

reader;  

- your favourite passages from the text;  

- notes on the key characters or themes in the text;  

- ideas about the different types of love presented in the text;  

- anything else that has interested you.  

3. Do some online research about love poetry in English Literature. 

What are some of the most famous love poems that have been 

written? Can you find a favourite? You might like to research the 

authors of some of these poems too. When were they writing and 

how do you think this context is reflected in the attitudes to love 

expressed? 

4. Using the reading you have done to inspire you, have a go at some 

creative writing – can you write your own love poem or short story? 

Can you write a sonnet like one of Shakespeare’s famous love 

sonnets, or a modern short story that has a similar plot to that of 

Austen’s Pride and Prejudice? Or, take a few of your favourite love 

poems, cut them up and use all the words to make an entirely new 

love poem of your own.  

Theme Two: Texts in Context: World War I and its Aftermath: 

Suggested Tasks  

1. Read one (or more) of the suggested texts on the war reading list.  



  
 

2. Keep a reading journal, noting down your opinions on the text as 

you read it, or once you have finished it if you prefer. In your 

journal, you could record:  

- your favourite quotations from the text, with ideas about the 

language choices made by the writer and the effect for the 

reader;  

- your favourite passages from the text;  

- notes on the key characters or themes in the text;  

- ideas about the different aspects of war presented in the 

text;  

- anything else that has interested you. 

3. Do some online research about the poetry of the First World War. 

What are some of the most famous First World War poems that have 

been written? Can you find a favourite? You might like to research 

the authors of some of these poems too. Did they fight in the war? 

Did they survive? How old were they when they enlisted? You could 

also take inspiration from some of your favourite war poems and 

have a go at writing your own.  

4. Find out more about World War One by doing some online research. 

Present your findings in a World War One context poster which 

might include key dates, interesting facts and statistics, powerful 

images, lines from some of your favourite poems, as well as 

anything else that you want to include.  

 

At the end of the reading list, our core love and war texts for the course 

are listed. Feel free to read these over the summer if you’d like to, 

although you will have plenty of time to read them again as we study 

them in lessons. 

 

Suggested English Literature summer reading list:  

Love through the Ages and World War 1 

Through the A Level English Literature course, we focus on the portrayal 

of love in literature through the ages, as well as the portrayal of the First 

World War. You might like to read some – or even all – of the 12 texts 

recommended below to immerse yourself in the sorts of texts, themes 

and ideas we will be exploring in lessons…  

 



  
 

LOVE READING LIST 

 Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen (1813)  

'It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of 

a good fortune must be in want of a wife.' Thus memorably begins Pride 

and Prejudice, one of the world's most popular novels. Pride and 

Prejudice tells the story of fiercely independent Elizabeth Bennett, one of 

five sisters who must marry rich, as she confounds the arrogant, wealthy 

Mr. Darcy. What ensues is one of the most delightful and engrossingly 

readable courtships known to literature, written by a precocious Austen 

when she was just twenty-one years old. 

 Tess of the d’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy (1891) 

When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family poverty to claim kinship with 

the wealthy D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their family fortune, 

meeting her 'cousin' Alec proves to be her downfall. A very different man, 

Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and salvation, but Tess must choose 

whether to reveal her past or remain silent in the hope of a peaceful 

future. 

 

 A Room with a View, E M Foster (1908)  

Lucy has her rigid, middle-class life mapped out for her until she visits 

Florence with her uptight cousin Charlotte, and finds her neatly ordered 

existence thrown off balance. Her eyes are opened by the unconventional 

characters she meets at the Pension Bertolini: flamboyant romantic 

novelist Eleanor Lavish, the Cockney Signora, curious Mr Emerson and, 

most of all, his passionate son George. 

Lucy finds herself torn between the intensity of life in Italy and the 

repressed morals of Edwardian England, personified in her terminally dull 

fiancé Cecil Vyse. Will she ever learn to follow her own heart? 

 Rebecca, Daphne du Maurier (1938)  

The novel begins in Monte Carlo, where our heroine is swept off her feet 

by the dashing widower Maxim de Winter and his sudden proposal of 

marriage. Orphaned and working as a lady's maid, she can barely believe 

her luck. It is only when they arrive at his massive country estate that 

she realizes how large a shadow his late wife will cast over their lives--



  
 

presenting her with a lingering evil that threatens to destroy their 

marriage from beyond the grave. 

 The Rotters Club, Jonathan Coe (2001)  

Birmingham, England, c. 1973: industrial strikes, bad pop music, 

corrosive class warfare, adolescent angst, IRA bombings. Four friends: a 

class clown who stoops very low for a laugh; a confused artist enthralled 

by guitar rock; an earnest radical with socialist leanings; and a quiet 

dreamer obsessed with poetry, God, and the prettiest girl in school. As 

the world appears to self-destruct around them, they hold together to 

navigate the choppy waters of a decidedly ambiguous decade. 

 On Chesil Beach, Ian McEwan (2007) 

It is July 1962. Florence is a talented musician who dreams of a career on 

the concert stage and of the perfect life she will create with Edward, an 

earnest young history student at University College of London, who 

unexpectedly wooed and won her heart. Newly married that morning, 

both virgins, Edward and Florence arrive at a hotel on the Dorset coast. 

At dinner in their rooms they struggle to suppress their worries about the 

wedding night to come. Edward, eager for rapture, frets over Florence’s 

response to his advances and nurses a private fear of failure, while 

Florence’s anxieties run deeper: she is overcome by sheer disgust at the 

idea of physical contact, but dreads disappointing her husband when they 

finally lie down together in the honeymoon suite. 



  
 

WAR READING LIST 

 All Quiet on the Western Front, Erich Maria Remarque (1929)  

This is the testament of Paul Bäumer, who enlists with his classmates in 

the German army of World War I. These young men become enthusiastic 

soldiers, but their world of duty, culture, and progress breaks into pieces 

under the first bombardment in the trenches. Through years of vivid 

horror, Paul holds fast to a single vow: to fight against the hatred that 

meaninglessly pits young men of the same generation but different 

uniforms against one another – if only he can come out of the war alive. 

 Goodbye to All That, Robert Graves (1929)  

In 1929 Robert Graves went to live abroad permanently, vowing 'never to 

make England my home again'. This is his superb account of his life up 

until that 'bitter leave-taking': from his childhood and desperately 

unhappy school days at Charterhouse, to his time serving as a young 

officer in the First World War that was to haunt him throughout his life. It 

also contains memorable encounters with fellow writers and poets, 

including Siegfried Sassoon and Thomas Hardy. Goodbye to All That, with 

its vivid, harrowing descriptions of the Western Front, is a classic war 

document, and also has immense value as one of the most candid self-

portraits of an artist ever written. 

 Strange Meeting, Susan Hill (1971)  

Susan Hill's classic novel Strange Meeting tells of the power of love 

amidst atrocities. Young officer John Hilliard returns to his battalion in 

France following a period of sick leave in England. Despite having trouble 

adjusting to all the new faces, the reserved Hilliard forms a friendship 

with David Barton, an open and cheerful new recruit who has still to be 

bloodied in battle. As the pair approach the front line, to the proximity of 

death and destruction, their strange friendship deepens. But each knows 

that soon they will be separated . . . 

 Regeneration, Pat Barker (1991) 

Regeneration, one in Pat Barker's series of novels confronting the 

psychological effects of World War I, focuses on treatment methods 

during the war and the story of a decorated English officer sent to a 

military hospital after publicly declaring he will no longer fight. Yet the 

novel is much more. Written in sparse prose that is shockingly clear - the 

descriptions of electronic treatments are particularly harrowing - it 



  
 

combines real-life characters and events with fictional ones in a work that 

examines the insanity of war like no other. Other books in the series 

include The Eye in the Door and the Booker Award winner The Ghost 

Road. 

 Birdsong, Sebastian Faulks (1993)  

This intensely romantic yet stunningly realistic novel spans three 

generations and the unimaginable gulf between the First World War and 

the present. As the young Englishman Stephen Wraysford passes through 

a tempestuous love affair with Isabelle Azaire in France and enters the 

dark, surreal world beneath the trenches of No Man's Land, Sebastian 

Faulks creates a world of fiction that is tragic and sensuous.  

 My Boy Jack, David Haig (1998) 

The year is 1913 and war with Germany is imminent. Rudyard Kipling's 

determination to send his narrow-minded son to war triggers a bitter 

family conflict which leaves Kipling devastated by the conflict between his 

two greatest passions: a love for children-above all his own-and a 

devotion to King and Country. 

 The Return of the Soldier, Rebecca West (1918) 

Writing her first novel during World War I, West examines the 

relationship between three women and a soldier suffering from shell-

shock. This novel of an enclosed world invaded by public events also 

embodies in its characters the shifts in England's class structures at the 

beginning of the twentieth century. 

 Testament of Youth, Vera Brittain (1933) 

Testament of Youth has been acclaimed as a classic for its description of 

the impact of the war on the lives of women and the middle-class civilian 

population of Great Britain. The book shows how the impact extended 

into the postwar years. It is also considered a classic in feminist literature 

for its depiction of a woman’s pioneer struggle to forge an independent 

career in a society only grudgingly tolerant of educated women. 

 

Set texts – these are the prose and drama texts we will be 

studying during the A Level course. Feel free to read these before 

we start:  



  
 

The Great Gatsby, F Scott Fitzgerald   A Long, Long Way, 

Sebastian Barry  

Othello, William Shakespeare    Journey’s End, R C Sherriff  

 

 


