
 

Philosophy  
A Level 



 

 

 

Dear Philosophy students, 

We are excited to meet you and explore some of the big questions in Philosophy.   

What is knowledge? What makes a good person? Who is God? Is the mind separate 
from the body? 

We require you to complete a Summer Task to prepare for the course.  

Please attempt the questions and activities and print out your work to bring along to 
our first lesson of the Autumn term. 

If you wish to learn more, please take a look at our reading list of recommended 
books and texts.  

We look forward very much to seeing you then! 

Amy and Matt 

 

  



 

 

Summer Task to be completed and brought to first lesson in Autumn Term 

1. Please watch the following clip:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY 
 
 

2. Find out the meaning of the following key terms and create a glossary: 
Epistemology, Ethics, Metaphysics, objective, subjective, Analytic statement, 
synthetics statement, A priori, A posteriori. 

 

Intro to Moral Philosophy 
 
1. Watch the following clip about utilitarianism – an ethical theory  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a739VjqdSIhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=-a739VjqdSI 
 
2.  Create a spider diagram about Utilitarianism - add any more notes from your own 
research if you wish 
 
3. State what you think would be the moral action in the two dilemmas from the clip 
(do you shoot the man, and do you kill the neighbour for his organs?) and explain 
why. 
 
If you would like to know more:  

 
Watch: The Good Place. It is an excellent introduction to Philosophy and Ethics 
(Netflix) 
 

Online: ‘Crash Course Philosophy’ has good outlines of all the content we will be 
covering. Or YouTube Videos by Philosophy Vibe.  
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Summer Reading List 

Philosophy is a high reading high writing A Level.  We recommend reading the 
following books to prepare yourself for the course.  

 

 

   

 

  

How to teach Philosophy to your dog.  

Anthony McGowan 

 

Ethics, Free Will, God, big questions explored through the 
medium of Monty the dog.  

Sophie’s World 

Jostein Gaarder 

 

The international bestseller about life, the universe and 
everything. 



 

 

 

We also recommend the following books to support your A Level in Philosophy.  

You may be able to purchase these from Amazon, another retailer, order at your 
local library or loan a copy from Yellow Zone.  

This will help with your overall learning, homework and revision of content covered 
in class:  

 

 

 

 


