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Eastern Colleges Group to be part of new research group to share 
teaching practices 

 
 
A major new educational initiative – the Research Colleges Group (RCG) – has been 
launched today (17th May 2021).  

The RCG represents 10 founder Further Education and Sixth Form colleges who lead in 
practitioner research.  These organisations have come together to bring practitioner and 
other forms of post-16 education and training research, into the heart of sector 
organisations. 

The 10 founder member organisations are: One Sixth Form College, Activate Learning, 
Ashton 6th Form, Bilborough College (Better Futures MAT), Hartlepool College, Colege Sir 
Gar and Colege Ceredigeon, Hartlepool College, Lincoln College, Solihull College and 
University Centre, The Bedford College Group and York College. The founder individual 
members are Sara-Jane Crowson, Roy Halpin, Peter Shukie and Amy Woodrow. 

Dr. Tanja Hofmann is Director of Curriculum and Research Lead at One Sixth Form College 
who has spearheaded involvement in the RCG, to share research findings and collaborate 
across the Eastern Colleges Group (the group comprises of One Sixth Form in Ipswich and 
Abbeygate Sixth Form and West Suffolk College in Bury St Edmunds). 
 
This collaborative project is run by and for the sector and seeks to raise the profile and value 
of post-16 education and training through its own research, by its own community. It aims to 
be at the forefront of thinking to develop forms of research and enquiry that reflect the 
requirements of the sector. 
 
Dr Nikos Savvas, Chief Executive of Eastern Colleges Group, said:  
 

"We put students and training at the heart of everything we do, so by being a central 
part of this unique organisation can help shape teaching practices both now and for 
future generations. By taking a collaborative approach - and by drawing on the 
expertise of our teaching community and evidence - we can make shape the post-16 
education and training landscape to provide the best education for our kids.”  

 
Dr Tanja Hofmann, Director of Curriculum and Research Lead at One Sixth Form 
College, said:  
 

“It’s really important to be part of this trailblazing group of colleges - to collaborate 
across the education sector and share important insights based on evidence. It’s 
really great for our staff to get new ideas from other institutions in the UK and it’s 
what helps our students progress and get the best outcomes possible.” 

 
Recent projects from Research at across the Eastern Colleges Group have investigated 
skills-based teaching strategies (metacognition) and digital classroom tools (for more 
information, please see our website https://www.suffolkone.ac.uk/work-one-2/) 
 

Notes to Editors. For more information on the RCG please contact: sjones@bedford.ac.uk. For more 
information on Eastern College Group’s involvement, please contact: john.nice@wsc.ac.uk 
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