
 

Welcome to Applied Science! 

Below are some suggestions on how you can get started in your transition from GCSE to Level 3 Applied Science. 

There are two course books available; between them they cover a range of units on your course. Also, there are a 

range of sources on Moodle that will help you start to explore topics we cover and introduce various information we 

use to support your study. The books and Moodle will be made available to you online when you enrol. 

BOOKS – these will support your understanding in modules, along with our online provision! 
BTEC National Applied Science Student Book 1 (BTEC Nationals Applied Science)  

Publisher: Pearson Education (25 July 2016) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1292134097 
ISBN-13: 978-1292134093 

BTEC National Applied Science Student Book 2 (BTEC Nationals Applied Science)  
Publisher: Pearson Education (9 Jun. 2017) 
Language: English 
ISBN-10: 1292134135 
ISBN-13: 978-1292134130 

PUBLICATIONS – see what the latest news is in the world of research!  

Create an A4 summary sheet for each of the below websites, find 3 news articles from each site and make 

short notes on what advances were discussed and how these were achieved.   

 New Scientist  -  https://www.newscientist.com/ 
 Nature  -  https://www.nature.com/ 

TED TALKS – Listen to some of the hot topics discussed by leading scientists! 

For each talk, create an A4 table of positive and negative points from the discussions around the advances. 

The case for GM food 
https://www.ted.com/talks/pamela_ronald_the_case_for_engineering_our_food?language=en 

The ethical dilemma of designer babies 
https://www.ted.com/talks/paul_knoepfler_the_ethical_dilemma_of_designer_babies?language=en 

Plastic oceans: a true global emergency 
https://www.ted.com/talks/craig_leeson_plastic_oceans_a_true_global_emergency?language=en 

YOUTUBE – Just one example of a current crisis addressed by many scientific fields working together! 

Boyan Slat  - how we will rid the oceans of plastics 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du5d5PUrH0I 

Watch the talk and answer the following questions. What was created? How would this reduce plastics in the 

oceans? Are there any plastic products that would not be removed by this? Finally, write up to 1 side of A4 to 

justify if you feel this would solve the problem of plastic in the ocean. 

We look forward to seeing you in September!  
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