
What is Philosophy?



What will I be studying?

Epistemology

What is knowledge?

Can perception be a source of 
knowledge?

Can reason be the source of 
knowledge?

What are the limits of our 
knowledge?

Moral  Ph i losophy

How should we make moral decisions?
1. Utilitarianism
2. Aristotle
3. Kant

Applied ethics

Meta-ethics – what is ‘good’?
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What will I be studying?

Metaphys ics  of  God

The concept of God

Arguments for and against God’s 
existence

• Ontological argument
• Teleological argument
• Cosmological argument
• The problem of Evil

Religious language

Metaphys ics  of  Mind

What is meant by ‘mind’

Dualist theories
• Substance Dualism
• Property Dualism

Physicalism
• Behaviourism
• Identity theory
• Eliminative materialism

Functionalism
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How do we learn in Philosophy?

Is the argument successful?

Consider 
whether we 

can overcome 
the weakness

Find 
weaknesses in 
the argument

Read and 
understand 

the argument

I know that the sky is 
blue because I can 

see it

Sight is not always a 
reliable guide to the 

way things are

I could ask those 
around me if they 

agree………





How will I be assessed?

You will sit 2 examinations at the end of the two year course

Paper 2

Section A: Metaphysics of God
3/5/5/12 +25

Section B: Metaphysics of Mind
3/5/5/12 +25

Paper 1

Section A: Epistemology 
3/5/5/12 + 25

Section B: Moral Philosophy
3/5/5/12 + 25



What can I do with a Philosophy A level?

• local government and the Civil Service

• advertising, marketing and public relations agencies

• management consultancies

• secondary schools, further education colleges and higher education institutions

• law firms

• publishing companies

• charities

• banking and insurance companies

• accountancy firms

• recruitment agencies

The skills of analysis, evaluation, 
precision and the ability to look at a 
problem from different perspectives 

makes you adaptable to a large range of 
opportunities in the future.



Welcome to Philosophy...
Please complete the following tasks to be handed in on our first lesson in September

1) Please watch the following clip:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY

2) Find out the meaning of the following key terms and create a glossary: Epistemology, Ethics, Metaphysics, 
objective, subjective, Analytic statement, synthetics statement, A priori, A posteriori.

3) Watch the following clip about utilitarianism – an ethical theory https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
a739VjqdSI

4) Create a spider diagram about Utilitarianism - add any more notes from your own research if you wish

5) State what you think would be the moral action in the two dilemmas from the clip (do you shoot the man, 
and do you kill the neighbour for his organs?), and explain why.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1A_CAkYt3GY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-a739VjqdSI


if you want to know more…

Watch: The good place is an excellent introduction to ethics (Netflix)

Read: Sophie's world by Jostein Gaarder – an introduction to the history of philosophy, very accessible

Online: ‘Crash course philosophy’ has really good outlines of all the content we will be covering 


